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agency, the DOD has yet to pass a financial 
audit. For two years in a row, the Pentagon 
has spectacularly failed full audits, both of 
which highlighted numerous examples of 
waste and abuse. It is ridiculous to provide the 
Pentagon a massive spending increase—as 
this bill does—when the Pentagon cannot 
even account for how it spends taxpayer 
money. That’s why I offered an amendment to 
require and incentivize each DOD component 
to pass an audit by FY25. Unfortunately, my 
amendment did not receive a vote. 

Along with Yemen, I believe this legislation 
should have included more provisions to take 
back Congress’s constitutional war powers au-
thority. That’s why I cosponsored an amend-
ment to prevent the president from using un-
authorized force against Iran and voted in sup-
port of an amendment to accelerate with-
drawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan. I also 
believe this legislation should have repealed 
the long-outdated 2001 and 2002 authoriza-
tions for the use of military force (AUMFs), as 
well as prohibited funding for the deployment 
of dangerous low-yield nuclear weapons. How-
ever, I am encouraged that this year’s House 
Defense Appropriations bill repeals both the 
2001 and 2002 AUMFs and prevents use of 
funds for any unauthorized use of force 
against Iran. 

I am also disappointed that several amend-
ments I supported were not made in order, in-
cluding amendments to add several diseases 
to the VA’s list of presumptive diseases con-
nected to Agent Orange, to curb the Penta-
gon’s 1033 program that transfers surplus mili-
tary equipment to local law enforcement agen-
cies, to block the Trump administration’s cruel 
ban on transgender individuals serving in the 
military, and my amendment to abolish the 
military draft. I also believe this legislation 
could have done far more to prevent the presi-
dent from raiding billions more in funding for 
his unnecessary, ineffective border wall. 

The bottom line is that fiscal responsibility 
and accountability at the DOD would allow for 
taxpayer funds to be better spent supporting 
the needs of our troops, meeting our obliga-
tions to veterans, and ensuring our legitimate 
defense needs are prioritized while also bol-
stering long-underfunded domestic priorities. I 
strongly encourage the Senate to keep the 
strong House NDAA provisions and not water 
the bill down. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HARLEY ROUDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020 

Mr. ROUDA. Madam Speaker, at the advice 
of the Office of the Attending Physician, I 
voted on agreeing to Amendment No. 29 of-
fered by Rep. TAKANO printed in H. Rept. 116– 
457, on the Motion to Recommit with Instruc-
tions to H.R. 6395, and passage of H.R. 6395 
by proxy pursuant to section 3(c) of House 
Resolution 965 and in accordance with regula-
tion C.6. Due to this recommendation, I was 
unable to vote on agreeing to Amendment No. 
11 offered by Rep. Dean printed in H. Rept, 
116–457. Had I been present or been per-
mitted to vote by the Office of the Clerk or the 
Office of the Attending Physician, I would have 
voted yea on rollcall No. 149. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARTHA ROBY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020 

Mrs. ROBY. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to vote on Monday, July 20 due to a family 
medical emergency. Had I been present I 
would have voted as follows: ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
No. 153; ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 154; ‘‘nay’’ on 
rollcall No. 155; and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 156. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
July 23, 2020 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
JULY 28 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Communications, Tech-

nology, Innovation, and the Internet 
To hold hearings to examine the PACT 

Act and Section 230, focusing on the 
impact of the law that helped create 
the internet and an examination of 
proposed reforms for today’s online 
world. 

SD–106 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the develop-

ment and deployment of large-scale 
carbon dioxide management tech-
nologies in the United States, includ-
ing technological and natural carbon 
removal, carbon utilization, and carbon 
storage. 

SD–366 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

COVID–19 financial relief packages. 
VTC 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Intellectual Property 

To hold hearings to examine how the 
DMCA contemplates limitations and 
exceptions like fair use. 

SD–226 
10:15 a.m. 

Committee on Finance 
To hold hearings to examine protecting 

the reliability of the U.S. medical sup-

ply chain during the COVID–19 pan-
demic. 

SD–215 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Lieutenant General D. 
VanHerck, USAF, to be general and 
Commander, United States Northern 
Command/Commander, North Amer-
ican Aerospace Defense Command, and 
General James H. Dickinson, USA, to 
be general and Commander, United 
States Space Command. 

SD–106 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and 

Federal Management 
To hold hearings to examine modernizing 

telework, focusing on a review of pri-
vate sector telework policies during 
the COVID–19 pandemic. 

VTC 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine reducing 
uncertainty and restoring confidence 
during the Coronavirus recession. 

VTC 

JULY 29 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the Con-

sumer Financial Protection Bureau’s 
semi-annual report to Congress. 

WEBEX 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine building a 

stronger and more resilient seafood 
sector. 

SR–253 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine lessons 

learned from remote working during 
COVID–19, focusing on if the govern-
ment can maximize use of leased space. 

SD–106 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine certain 
pending nominations. 

SD–226 
10:15 a.m. 

Committee on Finance 
To hold hearings to examine WTO re-

form, focusing on making global rules 
work for global challenges. 

SD–215 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

preparing to head back to class, focus-
ing on how to safely reopen Bureau of 
Indian Education schools. 

SD–628 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine VA tele-

health during and beyond COVID–19, 
focusing on challenges and opportuni-
ties in rural America. 

SD–G50 

JULY 30 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Anthony J. Tata, of Virginia, to 
be Under Secretary of Defense for Pol-
icy. 

SD–G50 
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AUGUST 4 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the findings 
and recommendations of the Cyber-
space Solarium Commission. 

SD–106 
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